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POLS 1101 – American Government
Course Syllabus – Spring Semester 2018

Course Description:  Emphasizes study of government and politics in the United States. The focus of the course will provide an overview of the Constitutional foundations of the American political processes with a focus on government institutions and political procedures. The course will examine the constitutional framework, federalism, civil liberties and civil rights, public opinion, the media, interest groups, political parties, and the election process along with the three branches of government. In addition, this course will examine the processes of Georgia state government. Topics include foundations of government, political behavior, and governing institutions.

Pre-requisites:	Appropriate Degree Level Writing (English) and Reading Placement Test Scores
Course Credit: 	3 Semester Credit Hours
Contact Hours: 	45 Total Contact Hours
Class Schedule:	Online

Materials:	Access to a reliable computer with reliable internet access to Blackboard. 
Required Textbook:	 “We the People” (11th Essentials Edition) – by Benjamin Ginsberg, Theodore J. Lowi, Margaret Weir, Caroline J. Tolbert, and Robert J. Spitzer. 
Instructor: 	Tara Trask, M.A. 
			Email: ttrask@coastalpines.edu
			Phone: Adjunct Instructor – Does not have an office phone. 




Learning Outcomes:
Foundations of Government 
1. Trace the development of the U.S. Constitution from the problematic Articles of Confederation through the Constitutional Convention and ramifications. 
2. Contrast the original constitutional dispersion of power with the modern dispersion that has evolved through custom and interpretation. 
3. Analyze the amendment process and the political implications with it. 
4. Explain Federalism and how it differs from other forms of government. 
5. Describe how Federalism has evolved to reach its present form in the U.S. 
6. Explore the growth of the national government through an examination of the factors contributing to its expansion. 
7. Examine the major safeguards of freedom contained in the First Amendment. 
8. Explain and evaluate the major clauses in the Fourteenth Amendment to include the effectiveness throughout the United States. 
9. Explain and evaluate the effectiveness of the Fifteenth, Nineteenth, and Twentysixth Amendments in overcoming barriers to voting in the United States. 
10. Describe how the Constitution protects citizenship. 
11. Describe the fundamentals of the Fourth, Fifth, and Eighth Amendments. 
12. Describe the significance of the Fourth, Fifth, and Eighth Amendments in the 
13. Discuss the nationalization of the Bill of Rights. 
Political Behavior 
1. Develop an understanding of democracy. 
2. Investigate the effects of public opinion on the U.S. democratic form of government. 
3. Assess the effects of the media on politics. 
4. Analyze interest groups in terms to include: a. structure; b. power and influence; and c. operating techniques. 
5. Explain the different political philosophies and political parties operating in the U.S. 
6. Describe the function and impact of the Electoral College. 
7. Discuss the process running for public office with detailed interest given from the nomination to the election of a president. 
Governing Institutions 
1. Analyze Congress focusing on the legislative process to include: a. structure; b. functions; and c. membership. 
2. Analyze Congress focusing on common criticisms to include: a. structure; b. functions; and c. membership. 
3. Trace the evolution of the modern presidency to include public expectations from constitutional foundations to the current form. 
4. Describe the differing forms of law that the American legal system is based. 
5. Explain the structure and function of the national courts system including the operation of the U.S. Supreme Court. 
6. Describe the process of judicial review. 
7. Evaluate the public policy-making process with regard to policy formation and the impact of ideological difference among policy makers. 
8. Examine the institutions and processes of Georgia state government. 


Class Procedure: 
· [bookmark: attendance]Assignments include weekly writing/discussion posts, weekly quizzes, weekly exercises, a midterm exam, and a final exam. All assignments are found on Blackboard. 
· Weekly Assignment Expectations:
1. Read the assigned reading and take notes on it. 
2. Go to “Reading Quizzes,” and find the relevant folder. [Optional, you may take the Practice Quiz. It does not count towards your grade but may help you perform better on the Reading Quiz.] Then take the Reading Quiz assigned for that chapter. You are welcome to use your textbook and notes. You may not seek help from others.
3. Go to “Exercises,” and find the relevant folder. Complete the exercise, including watching any videos or reading material, then take the Exercise Quiz to verify you have completed it. 
4. Read and contribute to the weekly writing/discussion post. Your contribution needs to be meaningful and advance the conversation. Then reply to at least 2 other students’ posts. (If you are one of the first, you will need to come back later).  

Student Attendance Requirements:  You have material that must be completed for each week. You cannot complete the course as fast as possible and you cannot wait until the end of the semester to attempt to complete everything last minute. You must log on weekly and complete each week’s assignments. Attendance is established when you complete the weekly writing assignment/discussion post. If you do not complete it, you are absent for the week. 

Course Grading:
· All assignments must be completed on and/or submitted to Blackboard in the appropriate places by the date specified by email, announcements, and the course calendar. Late assignments are accepted at the instructor’s discretion and may be subject to grade deductions. 
· Each week there will be a prompt posted for the discussion. Students are required to write a short essay in response to the prompt and meaningfully respond to at least 2 other students’ posts. The responses should be thoughtful, critical, and push the discussion forward. If you do not, the score will result in a 0. The instructor reads the contributions to the weekly writing/discussion post, but that does not mean that there will necessarily be a comment from the instructor. For more information, please refer to the posted rubric, or contact me for any clarifications. 
· For late discussion posts, you may e-mail me your discussion post if the board is closed. These will be graded normally except for the portion of the grade that is reserved for replies to other students (20%). These points are deducted because late work means the student did not participate in the class discussion.
· Exercises vary from week to week, depending on the content, and may include videos, participation in surveys, and other formats. A short multiple choice quiz will accompany most of the exercises to verify completion of the assignment. 
· Quizzes and exams are multiple choice, true/false, and matching, and they must be completed on Blackboard within time limits. The Midterm Exam is not formally proctored. The Final Exam must be taken at a Coastal Pines Technical College campus during the two days of final exams. If you cannot make it to any of the campuses during those times, you may contact me about setting up an alternative at least one week prior to the start of final exams.

Student Evaluation, Academic Grading & Grading Scale:
	1350-1500 pts
	90 – 100%
	A

	1200-1349 pts
	80 – 89%
	B

	1050-1199 pts
	70 – 79%
	C

	900-1049 pts
	60 – 69%
	D

	0-899 pts
	0 –  59%
	F


Exercise Quizzes 		(150 pts) 
Reading Quizzes	 	(300 pts) 
Discussion Essays		(750 pts) 
Midterm Exam		(100 pts) 
Final Exam 			(200 pts)
Availability & Response Time: 
· I will endeavor to respond to emails and voicemails within 24 hours if received Monday 9a.m.-Thursday 5p.m. However, if you have not received a message within 48 hours, please contact me again in case I have not received your message. If you contact me after 5pm on Thursday, I might not respond until the following Monday. Also feel free to contact an administrator to help get in touch with me. 
· If you cannot complete an assignment on Blackboard, let me know immediately. BEFORE THE DUE DATE. I will attempt to accommodate such problems, within reason. Be sure to include name of the assignment you are having troubles with.

Copyright Notice 
Materials used in connection with this course may be subject to copyright protection under Title 17 of the United States Code. Under certain Fair Use exemptions specified by law, copies may be made for private study, scholarship, or research. Course participants should not share electronic copies of these materials with unauthorized users. Failure to comply with copyright restrictions and Fair Use guidelines may result in personal liability for copyright infringement. For more information about copyright and Fair Use, see the Coastal Pines Technical College Copyright Guide http://libguides.coastalpines.edu/copyright 

Students with Disabilities
Students who have disabilities and would like academic accommodations should notify Counseling and Special Services Director, Cathy Montgomery, @ 912-427-6265 or cmontgomery@coastalpines.edu
Falsification of Records and Cheating: Procedure is available in College Catalog.
Library Services:  CPTC Library Services supports the academic, cultural and lifelong learning needs of our students and information regarding library resources and services may be found on the library website.   http://libguides.coastalpines.edu/libraryservices 
Tutoring Services: CPTC publishes a tutoring schedule with locations and hours at the beginning of each academic term. The tutoring schedule is posted on the CPTC website and distributed to students by email. 


Web-based tutoring 
Web-based tutoring services are provided to students by Smarthinking.com, which gives students several options for receiving tutoring assistance. Live, virtual tutoring sessions, may be scheduled by appointment or on a drop-in basis. These tutoring services are offered in the subject areas of writing and mathematics. Students who seek assistance with writing assignments may upload drafts of their work in order to receive feedback and constructive criticism from a writing tutor within twenty-four hours. 
Guarantee

The Technical College System of Georgia has developed curriculum standards with direct involvement of business and industry.  These standards serve as the industry-validated specifications for each occupational program.  CPTC guarantees that if one of our graduates educated under a standard program and his or her employer finds that the graduate is deficient in one or more competencies as defined in the standards, CPTC will retrain the employee at no instructional cost to the employee or the employer.  This guarantee is in effect for a period of two years after graduation.  Coastal Pines Technical College is a unit of the Technical College System of Georgia

This syllabus is subject to change. Any changes will be announced in the classroom (or on Blackboard for online classes). Changes will supersede this syllabus.

CAMPUS SECURITY

Coastal Pines Technical College provides security officers on campus during the hours student occupy the buildings.  An officer may be contacted by dialing one of the numbers below: Security officers are provided with handheld radios that allows communications with the front desk of each site. 

· Chief of Campus Police/Security (Cell) 912.288.7810
· Waycross Main Campus –912.287.6584 
· Golden Isles Instructional Site – 912.280.4000
· Jesup Instructional Site – 912.427.5800
· Baxley Instructional Site – 912.367.1700
· Hazlehurst Instructional Site – 912.379.0041
· Alma Instructional Site – 912.632.0951
· Camden Instructional Site – 912.510.3327

Equal Opportunity Statement

Coastal Pines Technical College (CPTC) does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, national or ethnic origin, gender, religion, disability, age, political affiliation or belief, genetic information, veteran status, or citizenship status (except in those special circumstances permitted or mandated by law). The following persons have been designated to coordinate the College's implementation of non-discrimination policies: Katrina Howard, Title IX Coordinator, Jesup Instructional Site, 1777 West Cherry Street, Jesup, Georgia, khoward@coastalpines.edu, 912.427.5876; Cynthia Linder, Title IX Coordinator, Waycross Campus, 1701 Carswell Avenue, Waycross, Georgia clinder@coastalpines.edu, 912.287.4098.

Students with ADA/Section 504 Disabilities
Students who have disabilities and would like academic accommodations should notify Counseling and Special Services Director, Cathy Montgomery, @ 912-427-6265 or cmontgomery@coastalpines.edu for an appointment to discuss documentation requirements and accommodations availability.  



COURSE OUTLINE
	Week 1
	The Citizen & The Government | The Founding & The Constitution

	Monday
January 7
	· Syllabus Quiz

	Wednesday
January 9
(noon)
	· Read: Chapter 1,
· 1. Reading Quiz: The Citizen & The Government, 
· 1. Exercise Quiz: The Citizen & The Government.

	Friday
January 11
(5pm)
	· 1. Discussion Post: The Citizen & The Government, 
· Two Responses to Classmates’ Posts.

	Week 2
	The Founding & The Constitution

	Wednesday
January 16
(noon)
	· Read: Chapter 2,
· 2. Reading Quiz: The Founding & The Constitution, 
· 2. Exercise Quiz: The Founding & The Constitution.

	Friday
January 18
(5pm)
	· 2. Discussion Post: The Founding & The Constitution
· Two Responses to Classmates’ Posts.

	Week 3
	Federalism 

	Wednesday
January 23
(noon)
	· Read: Chapter 3,
· 3. Reading Quiz: Federalism,
· 3. Exercise Quiz: Federalism.

	Friday
January 25
(5pm)
	· 3. Discussion Post: Federalism,
Two Responses to Classmates’ Posts.

	Week 4
	State & Local Government

	Wednesday
January 30
(noon)
	· Readings: TBA – posted on Blackboard 
· 4. Reading Quiz: State & Local Government,
· 4. Exercise Quiz: State & Local Government,
· Discussion Post, and Responses.

	Friday
February 1
(5pm)
	· 4. Discussion Post: State & Local Government,
Two Responses to Classmates’ Posts.

	Week 5
	Civil Liberties & Civil Rights

	Wednesday
February 6
(noon)
	· Read: Chapter 4,
· 5. Reading Quiz: Civil Liberties & Civil Rights, 
· 5. Exercise Quiz: Civil Liberties & Civil Rights,

	Friday
February 8
(5pm)
	· 5. Discussion Post: Civil Liberties & Civil Rights,
· Two Responses to Classmates’ Posts.

	Week 6
	Public Opinion

	Wednesday
February 13
(noon)
	· Read: Chapter 5, 
· 6. Reading Quiz: Public Opinion,
· 6. Exercise Quiz: Public Opinion,

	Friday
February 15
(5pm)
	· 6. Discussion Post: Public Opinion,
Two Responses to Classmates’ Posts.

	Week 7
	The Media

	Wednesday
February 20
(noon)
	· Read: Chapter 6,
· 7. Reading Quiz: The Media,
· 7. Exercise Quiz: The Media,
· Discussion Post, and Responses.

	Friday
February 22
(5pm)
	· 7. Discussion Post: The Media,
· Two Responses to Classmates’ Posts.

	Week 8
	Political Parties, Participation, & Elections

	Wednesday
February 27
(noon)
	· Read: Chapter 7,
· 8. Reading Quiz: Political Parties, Participation, & Elections,
· 8. Exercise Quiz: Political Parties, Participation, & Elections.

	Friday
March 1
(5pm)
	· 8. Discussion Post: Political Parties, Participation, & Elections,
· Two Responses to Classmates’ Posts.

	Week 9
	The Midterm Exam | Interest Groups

	Monday
March 4
(5pm)
	· The Midterm Exam
· Covers Chapters 1-7, and the State & Local Government.

	Wednesday
March 6
(noon)
	· Read: Chapter 8,
· 9. Reading Quiz: Interest Groups,
· 9. Exercise Quiz: Interest Groups,

	Friday
March 8
(5pm)
	· 9. Discussion Post: Political Parties, Participation, & Elections,
· Two Responses to Classmates’ Posts.

	Week 10
	Congress 

	Wednesday
March 13
(noon)
	· Read: Chapter 9,
· 10. Reading Quiz: Congress,
· 10. Exercise Quiz: Congress, 

	Friday
March 15
(5pm)
	· 10. Discussion Post: Congress,
· Two Responses to Classmates’ Posts.

	Week 11
	The Presidency

	Wednesday
March 20
	· Read: Chapter 10,
· 11. Reading Quiz: The Presidency, 
· 11. Exercise Quiz: The Presidency,

	Friday
March 22
(5pm)
	· 11. Discussion Post: The Presidency,
· Two Responses to Classmates’ Posts.

	Week 12
	The Bureaucracy

	Wednesday
March 27
(noon)
	· Read: Chapter 11,
· 12. Reading Quiz: The Bureaucracy, 
· 12. Exercise Quiz: The Bureaucracy.

	Friday
March 29
(5pm)
	· 12. Discussion Post: The Bureaucracy,
· Two Responses to Classmates’ Posts.

	Week 13
	The Federal Courts

	Wednesday
April 3
(noon)
	· Read: Chapter 12, 
· 13. Reading Quiz: The Federal Courts, 
· 13. Exercise Quiz: The Federal Courts, 

	Friday
April 5
(5pm)
	· 13. Discussion Post: The Federal Courts,
· Two Responses to Classmates’ Posts.

	Week 14
	Domestic Policy 

	Wednesday
April 10
(noon)
	· Read: Chapter 13,
· 14. Reading Quiz: Domestic Policy, 
· 14. Exercise Quiz: Domestic Policy.

	Friday
April 12
(5pm)
	· 14. Discussion Post: Domestic Policy,
· Two Responses to Classmates’ Posts.

	Week 15
	Foreign Policy

	Wednesday
April 17
(noon)
	· Read: Chapter 14,
· 15. Reading Quiz: Foreign Policy,
· 15. Exercise Quiz: Foreign Policy.

	Friday
April 19
(5pm)
	· 15. Discussion Post: Foreign Policy,
· Two Responses to Classmates’ Posts.

	Also:
April 26
	· Last chance to submit any late work for partial credit. 

	Week 16
	Final Exam

	Wednesday
[bookmark: _GoBack]April 30-May 1
	· Final Exam – Proctored at CPTC campuses. Details TBA. 
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